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SWAN acknowledges the Bunurong / Boon Wurrung people, the Traditional Custodians of 

these lands and waters where we meet, work and live. We pay our respects to Elders, past 

and present.  In line with our commitment to social justice, SWAN unequivocally supports 

First Nations People in their campaigns for sovereignty, self-determination, treaties and 

truth-telling. 

 

Southern Women’s+ Action Network 
Women of the Mornington Peninsula and across the Southern Metropolitan suburbs of 

Melbourne striving for social justice. 

 
SWAN aspires to be a supportive community for all women, including ethnically diverse, 

differently abled, and those self-identifying as transgender or non-binary.  We are committed 

to encompassing greater gender diversity in our membership, practices, social justice actions 

and in the terminology that we use. 

 

SWAN NEWS Notice 
 

CONTRIBUTION END DATES for 2026: 

So you receive the NEWS on the first day of each month, the deadline date for 2026 will be 
the 25th of the month.  For example, January 25 for February’s newsletter, February 25 for 
March’s newsletter, and so on - through to November 25 for December’s newsletter. 
 

DIARY DATES: 
To keep you informed on what’s happening in our area, check out Diary Dates near the end 
of this newsletter. 
 

We appreciate all contributions to SWAN NEWS and encourage members to provide 
information about events, activities and causes, including photos (as long as those 
photographed have given permission, and the photographer’s name and/or source is 
included). 

 

 

 

Newsletter 

December 2025 
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PLEASE NOTE SWAN NEWS IS TAKING 

A BREAK 

FOR JANUARY 2026. 

 

We’ll be back in FEBRUARY 2026. 

 

Warmly wishing you all a relaxing and 

wonderful Festive Season! 

 
 

 

 
A MESSAGE TO MEMBERS: We would really appreciate if SWAN members could go to the 
SWAN Instagram and Facebook sites and Like and/or Comment on the postings.  We need to let 
others know we are serious and are being heard.  Every extra Like and Comment will help us in 
pressing our cases for advocacy and action as well as promoting how SWAN is a place of connection 

and friendship for like-minded women.  

 
 

2026 is SWAN’s 30
th

 Year! 
 

SWAN’s 30th year will be a year to remember!  As you are aware, next year 

we’re conducting a special series of activities and events to celebrate 

SWAN’s 30th ANNIVERSARY.  Plans are underway to create a short video 

and photo exhibition to showcase the unique and valuable contribution made 

by many generations of SWAN women to strengthen our community.  Initial 

feedback from our November General Meeting (see pp.4-6) will inform 

development of the video storyboard plus content for new chapters in the 

upcoming second edition of ‘When Women Meet’.  And in coming months, we 

will capture footage and conduct informal interviews with members about 

their SWAN experience, why it matters, memorable moments and awesome 
actions. 
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In 2026, a new General Meeting format with Special Guest Speakers will 

also feature.  The centrepiece will continue to be inspiring presentations 

from notable guest speakers.  First up, we are most fortunate to have secured 

KIRSTY SWORD GUSMAO former First Lady of Timor Leste on SUNDAY 

15 FEBRUARY.  As described in the ABC podcast (2024) ‘From resistance to 
a life of service: Timor-Leste then and now’, Kirsty grew up in regional 

Victoria, carried out clandestine work in support of resistance fighters, and 

married rebel leader Xanana Gusmao, who in 2002 became the first 

President of the newly independent country.  She is founder and Chairperson 

of the Alola Foundation that promotes the rights of Timorese women, aims to 

increase their leadership capacity and improve the health and education of 
women and children. See: 

https://www.alolafoundation.org 

https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/latenightlive/kirsty-sword-

gusmao/103610888 
 

Guest speaker for our International Women’s Day (IWD) Meeting on 

SUNDAY15 MARCH is MARY CROOKS AO who recently retired as long-

term Executive Director of the Victorian Women’s Trust.  Mary is a 

dedicated feminist leader - never afraid to speak truth to power, who has 

championed women’s rights for decades.  Information about her and the topic 
she will address will be provided in the March edition of SWAN NEWS. 

 

 
 

And a ‘Heads Up’!  On SUNDAY 24 MAY, SWAN is hosting our 30th 

ANNIVERSARY LUNCH at Safety Beach Sailing Club.  Our keynote 

speaker will be Victoria's Equal Opportunity and Human Rights 

Commissioner RO ALLEN.  Ro brings more than 25 years of experience in 

community services, governance and social justice.  Stay tuned for details of 

this very special event we will share with you early next year. 
 

We need Volunteers!  As you can imagine, all of this is a lot of work!  We are 

calling on members to assist.  If you’ve got acting, poetic or musical skills we 

need your help.  There are roles for those with facilitation, public speaking, 

networking and promotional skills, as well as those with talents in hospitality 

and catering.  There are many other ways to be involved … please let us 

know what you can share.  All offers are welcome! 
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Special Event: SWAN  Thirty Years On 

& Still SOARING! 
 
On Sunday 9 November, SWAN members gathered at Mt Martha House Community Centre 

for our General Meeting to workshop plans for SWAN’s upcoming 30th Anniversary in 2026.  

Facilitated by SWAN members Monica Coyle and Diane McDonald, ideas, memories, stories 

and photos were shared as well as members’ significant contributions in facilitating 

connections and friendships between like-minded women.   

 

This is a milestone worth celebrating. The November General Meeting provided us with the 

chance to share something of the essence of SWAN and to identify exactly what we would 

like to highlight in terms of events, actions, achievements and aspirations.  The atmosphere 

inside the hall was lively, convivial and creative as members gathered in groups to explore 

these 4 themes.  Here are some member responses: 

 

WALL OF WHY 

Why Join SWAN? 

o To find like-minded women – passionate about something and interested in social justice 

o Wanted to join a community group that made a difference 

o From early on – someone told me “Iove the amazing women – the action – the strength” 

Why Stay? 

o It’s good for the soul 

o I love learning and hearing what’s going on 

o For the sake of justice 

o It’s a safe space for women to be outspoken 

Why it Matters? 

o ACTIVISM intersects with ADVOCACY – great women get things done. 

o To move from information to action 

o The Action is important  – to take action and make things happen! 

WALL OF LEARNING 

o So many great guest speakers over the years 

o From Nyadol Nyuon – an insight into her lived experience and the trauma of children  

o A greater awareness of refugees and the numbers waiting to be processed 

o From Prof Helen Keleher – an understanding of the causes of violence 

o From Women’s Spirit Project – I went on to be a mentor  

o From Jillian West – so much about the value of culture and connection 
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WALL OF AWESOME ACTION 

o The work of the Housing Justice group is awesome – advocacy and roundtable meetings 

o The work on the VOICE referendum 

o Public meetings, powerful dissent was alarming but we learnt what we were up against 

o Involvement in ‘Survival Day’ 

o Heather Osland released from prison - relentless persistence by SWAN 

o ‘16 Days of Activism’ - marches and activities against Gender Based Violence 

o ‘My Dress My Choice’ – Islamic Fashion Parade 

o Bursaries to support young women 

o Media releases, letters to the editor and drawing attention to situations that matter. 

o The fact that SWAN is a highly respected organisation  

o The fact SWAN has lasted 30 years 

WALL OF FUN AND GRATEFULNESS 

o For meeting with like-minded people and for friendships formed through SWAN  

o The care of fellow members 

o To walk in the door and see the SWAN tribe is uplifting 

o For the Coffee Catchups 

SWAN Members engaged in workshopping 

& presenting the significance of SWAN, 

what and who inspires us, what we’ve learnt 

and achieved, and what more we can do. 
 

Photos: Ros Beard 
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o For the Catering Group providing morning tea at meetings 

o For the inspiring Guest Speakers 

o Remarkable people – quiet people doing something outstanding for someone else! 

We also heard inspirational Reports from our active Working Groups reflecting on recent 

actions and current projects: 

• SWAN Women for Housing Justice 

• SWAN Women Against Gender Based Violence 

• SWAN Women Supporting Refugee and Asylum Seekers in connection with Grandmothers 

for Refugees 

• SWAN Women Supporting First Nations People 

• SWAN Bursary – ‘The Val McKenna Young Women’s Advocacy Award’ 

 

Following the Plenary Discussion and the Working Groups’ presentations, we took a little 

time to identify some of the main challenges going forward and identify possible new 

directions. 

 

What are the Main Challenges we face going forward? 

o Attracting younger women 

o Current political climate 

o Sustainability 

o Committee support – share the load 

o Avoid burn out 

o Maintain the rage 

o Important to remain outspoken and share our values despite the threat of disempowerment 

from autocracy 

Possible new Focus Groups 

o Multicultural; Women with Disabilities; LGBTQI; Climate; Mentoring; Protesting Funding Cuts 
 

 
L-R: Diane McDonald, Dianne Johnstone, Erica Churchill & Marilyn Hoban  Photo: Ros Beard 

 

The meeting concluded with a tribute to ERICA CHURCHILL who has served on the SWAN 

Committee in various roles for over ten years.  Her outstanding contribution has been 

inspirational in so many ways.  Thank You Erica! 
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AN INVITATION 

 

WHAT:  A SWAN MORNING TEA GET-TOGETHER 

with a TRANS & GENDER DIVERSITY themed chat 

with Ann & Hazel 

 

Please bring something Savoury or Sweet to share if you can 
 

WHERE:  Room 64, Mt. Martha House Community Centre, 466 Esplanade  
WHEN:  Tuesday 16th December, 11am 

 

RSVP:  Rosemarie Draper 0435 620 191 or primroses4@icloud.com 
 

 
 

 

Donating to SWAN 
We are a registered not-for-profit organisation 

 

Are you celebrating a special birthday or anniversary? 
Have you thought about a donation to SWAN as a gift? 

 

General Donations  support a wide range of SWAN initiatives: 
https://www.trybooking.com/au/donate/swan 

 

Alternatively, cash donations can be given to SWAN Treasurer Ros Beard 
 

SWAN Bursary ‘The Val McKenna Young Women’s Advocacy Award’ 
supports our Education Bursaries for young women on their social justice journey 

 

Information about the Bursary and instructions for making a donation: 
https://swanwomen.org.au/swan-donations-and-bursaries/ 

 

Did You Know? Donations for the Bursary are tax deductible 
A donation of $40 a month over a year equates to an annual Bursary for one student 

 

 

   

 

SWAN WOMEN AGAINST GENDER-BASED 

VIOLENCE 
 

NEXT MEETING:  Friday 27 February 2026, 1.15pm 
Come & join us. 

 

Mt Martha House Community Centre, Room 7, cnr Esplanade & Dominion Rd. Mt Martha. 
Contact: Maureen Donelly  maurdone@gmail.com 
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SWAN Women Against Gender-based Violence 
 

************* SIXTEEN DAYS OF ACTIVISM ************* 
 

16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence runs from 25 November 
(International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women) to 10 December 
(Human Rights Day).  The theme for 2025 is ‘UNITE to End Digital Violence against All 
Women and Girls’. 
 

Wearing SWAN’s visually effective ‘No to Violence, No to 
Silence’ T-Shirts’, our members set up an information 
table and joined a ‘Community March for Respectful 
Relationships’ at Hastings Foreshore on Tuesday 25 
November with Wallaroo Community House, Family Life, 
Westernport Community Support Centre, The Orange 
Door, Headspace Hastings, Mornington Peninsula Shire 
Youth Services, Somerville Police, and Mornington 
Peninsula Shire staff, plus friends and supporters.  Proud 
Palawa woman Jillian West (Nomuckerlener First 
Nations Cultural Awareness Training) moved us all with 
a heartfelt and stirring ‘Welcome to Country’ before we 
wound our way around a windswept foreshore.  Following 
the march, Western Port Secondary College Co-Captain 
Marcus Hardwood impressed at a Panel Discussion 
about young men’s role in respectful relationships.  
The other panellists (L-R) - Detective Sergeant Kay 

Morgan (Somerville Family Violence Unit), Erika Mercado (Good Shepherd Financial 
Independent Hub), Dr Helen Keleher (Adjunct Prof. Monash University) and Melissa 
Flores (Women’s Spirit Project) – highlighted coercive control, legal and financial 
challenges, and gendered violence stats and facts.  It was a great day for networking, 
sharing resources and for supporting one other in the fight against gendered violence. 

 

Photos below: Moz Lucas 

  
 

More info on 16 Days of Activism: 
www.unwomen.org  www.1800respect.org.au 

 

Helpful Resource: ‘Next steps when someone shares they are experiencing domestic 
violence’ by Kellie Scott, ABC news online, 21 August 2025 

www.abc.net.au/news/2025-0...tic-violence/105593952 
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SWAN Members wearing ‘NO TO VIOLENCE, NO TO SILENCE’ T-Shirts 
at ‘A Play for Change’ (now re-named ‘On the Ropes’) premiere performance.  Photo: Moz Lucas 

 
On 26 November, as part of 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence, SWAN 
members attended the Peninsula Community Legal Centre’s (PCLC) Youth Theatre 
Project’s premiere ‘A PLAY FOR CHANGE’ at George Jenkins Theatre, Monash University 
Peninsula Campus.  PCLC in partnership with Red Stitch Actors’ Theatre created this 
powerful performance with playwright Dan Giovannoni - based on true stories about 
coercive control, consent and family violence, intended to reach over 5,000 young people in 
Years 9, 10 and 11 across local schools in 2026.  Afterwards, a Panel Discussion facilitated 
by PCLC’s Jackie Galloway OAM (who was SWAN’s guest speaker in September 2024) 
was held with sector experts The Hon Sonya Kilkenny MP (Attorney-General of Victoria), 
Katrina Webster (Grants Program Lead, Victorian Legal Services Board and Commissioner), 
Krystalla Pearce (Red Stitch Actors’ Theatre), William Betts (PCLC) and Steven Dupon 
(Youth Theatre Project, PCLC).  The Minister affirmed the power of ‘theatre as immediate and 
transformative .. (and that) … art drives change’; Katrina stressed that young people ‘are 
shaped by story’; and Jackie concluded the evening with a quote by Ruth Bader Ginsberg: 
‘Fight for the things you care about.  But do it in a way that will bring others with you.’ 
 
 

SWAN Women for Housing Justice 
 
 

HOUSING & HOMELESSNESS ROUNDTABLE  #2	
 

‘Roundtable 2’ on November 20th with the Federal Government Special Envoy for Housing and 
Homelessness Josh Burns was a well-attended success.  The room was abuzz with vibrant 

discussion and good ideas.  Now we are looking for action from our political leaders at all levels.  
 

For more information, the  Women for Housing Justice group would really appreciate if SWAN 
members could go to the SWAN Instagram and Facebook sites and see what we’ve been doing 
and Like and/or Comment on the postings.  We need to let others know we are serious and are 

being heard.  Every extra Like and Comment will spread the word and help us press the case that  
the housing and homelessness crisis in our community must be addressed.  

  
**See article below published in MPNEWS 25/11/25  by Southern Women’s Action Network:  

‘Special envoy hears community call for urgent action’  
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Special envoy hears community call for urgent action 

 
Photo: Yanni	

 

The federal government Special Envoy for Housing and Homelessness, Josh Burns MP, attended Roundtable 2 

hosted by the Southern Women’s Action Network (SWAN) in Mornington last Thursday. In a packed room filled 

with over 40 local leaders and decision-makers, including community service providers, housing groups, local and 

state government departments, philanthropy and service clubs, the Special Envoy was told the alarming facts 

about the housing crisis and homelessness problem on the Mornington Peninsula. 

 

Presentations from Mornington Peninsula Shire, Community Support Centres and the Committee for Frankston 

and Mornington Peninsula clearly made the case that the housing and homelessness situation locally is at its 

worst ever. 

 

The Special Envoy heard that the local area had the highest recorded homelessness figures in Victoria and that 

the numbers are continuing to increase. Meanwhile neither state nor federal government have provided financial 

and services support. The evidence presented showed that our area, compared to like-areas, is clearly being 

disadvantaged in funding allocations for outreach worker support and Big Build funding. 

 

Especially powerful was a heart-felt plea from the only outreach worker* on the Peninsula, for help for the people 

sleeping rough on our foreshore who, despite the huge efforts of local Community Support Centres, are 

languishing without hope of ever living in a home. Burns acknowledged that this is an intolerable situation and 

that no-one deserves to live without hope. 

 

Burns also acknowledged that the situation on the Mornington Peninsula is clearly both disturbing and in need of 

urgent attention. The Special Envoy provided the forum with information about new government funding rounds 

that could be accessed. He referred to the shovel-ready project for women in crisis, that has been designed by 

the Shire, together with input from community support and housing providers, and backed by the local 

community, to be built on council land in Rosebud. 

 

A question-and-answer session targeted the need for the Special Envoy and governments at all levels to urgently 

look at how the Mornington Peninsula’s dire and unique situation can be better recognised by government 

departments and in funding rounds. There was a clear and united call from all Roundtable 2 attendees for action, 

not words, from the federal Government. 
 

*The	only	outreach	worker	on	the	Mornington	Peninsula	is	employed	with	philanthropic	

funds,	not	financed	by	government.		Currently,	SWAN	and	the	shire	are	requesting	that	

government	fund	three	outreach	workers	for	our	area.	
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	 ‘We	don’t	simply	want	to	hear	what	a	great	job	we	all	are	doing	-	it’s	nice	-	but	it	doesn’t	fix	the	problems	being	
faced	or	help	our	fellow	community	members.		Southern	Peninsula	Community	Support	Centre	in	Rosebud	recently	
had	to	close	their	books	for	those	seeking	emergency	housing	help,	as	staff	are	so	overstretched	and	lack	adequate	
funding	assistance.’	 	 	 Susan	Blackburn,	SWAN	Women	for	Housing	Justice	member	

 

 

	 ‘Special	Envoy	Josh	Burns	MP	heard	in	no	uncertain	terms	that	we	are	sick	of	being	neglected	for	funding,	
especially	when	we	have,	in	the	past	year,	had	over	1000	people	rough	sleeping	on	our	beaches,	in	our	parks	and	in	
cars.		I	think	he	was	genuinely	shocked	and	concerned.’	 	 	 Diane	McDonald,	SWAN	Facilitator		

 

 

Photos:	Yanni	
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SWAN’s	XMAS	COFFEE	CATCH-UP	

Sunday	14	December	

9.30	–	11.30am	

‘Apple	Expresso	Café’	
Tully’s	Corner	Store	

Cnr	Moorooduc	Hwy	&	Wooralla	Drive,	Mornington	
	

	

	

Our	last	SWAN	COFFEE	CATCH-UP	for	the	year!!!	
	

*We’re	starting	earlier	at	9.30am		as	there’s	no	Coffee	Catch-Up	in	January.	
*Any	friends	or	relatives	interested	in	finding	out	more	about	SWAN	are	welcome.	

*If	you’re	not	a	coffee	drinker,	a	range	of	teas	and	other	beverages	are	on	hand.	
	

RSVP	by	7	December:	Moz	Lucas	maureenfrances21@gmail.com	
	

 



 13 

Supporting First Nations 
 
 

Celebrate Treaty for Victoria! 
 

 
 

At SWAN’s November General Meeting, members celebrated the passing of the  

Victorian Treaty Bill.  Photo:  Maureen Donelly 

 

See these ‘Together for Treaty’ links for conversation, media and ongoing advocacy: 

  

Community Resources - Together for Treaty 

 

Your MP Needs to Hear From You | Treaty Action 

Because the Victorian Opposition have strongly indicated they would repeal the Legislated Act if 

elected, SWAN members are urged to express their ongoing support for Treaty to their local member.  

Importantly, we ask all members to also write to the new Leader of the Opposition, the Hon Jess 

Wilson MP at: jess.wilson.mp@parliament.vic.gov.au  Click the links below for the latest, including 

requesting the ‘Walking Together Mornington Peninsula’ newsletter via their email. 

 

www.firstpeoplesvic.org   www.yoorrook.org.au 

togetherfortreaty.org.au   walkingtogethermorningtonpen@gmail.com 
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Congratulations Kayla 
Cartledge and the Our 

Songlines Team! 

 
Kayla was guest speaker for SWAN’s 

NAIDOC meeting in July. She asked that 
the $200 that we normally give to guest 
speakers to donate to a charity or justice 

agency of their choice, be used to purchase 
tickets for some non-Indigenous members 
who would otherwise not be able to attend 

Our Survival Day in January 2026. 
 

We invite members who would appreciate 
one of these tickets (or might know a non-

member who would like to attend) to 
contact swanwomen@outlook.com to 

express interest.  Purchase 
tickets: https://www.oursurvivalday.com/ou

r-purpose-1 
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Exhibitions 
 

Aunty Patsy’s Tram: Rising Exhibition 
Check out Aunty Patsy Smith’s (Taungurung) commissioned artwork ‘PARLIAMENT FOREST’ on 

one of six Melbourne trams featuring First Nations culture and history. Aunty Patsy Smith is a 
founding and Board Member of Baluk Arts, Mt Eliza. 

See the Instagram video:  Discovering Identity through Art: Patsy Smith's Parliament Forest 
 https://www.instagram.com/reel/DO4r3QsEswr/ 

In town?  Search TRAM TRACKER app: Tram #5002, Routes 6 & 19. 
 

 
 

Aunty Patsy Smith (Taungurung), ‘Parliament Forest’, 2025 
 
 

 

 

 

UNFOLDING: FIRST 

NATIONS WORKS ON 

PAPER 

 

29 November 2025 – 15 February 2026 

Open: 11am-4pm (closed Mondays) 

Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery 

 

Image: Gloria Petyarre, 1997, Untitled 

(Awelye), detail. 
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Xmas at Willum Warrain 
 

 
 

Free, no bookings required.  Inquiries: (03) 5979 1391 or www.willumwarrain.org.au 
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Meetings 

 
 

Southern Peninsula Allies for First Nations Justice 
 

NEXT MEETING – ALL WELCOME:  Friday 16 January 2026, midday 

at Rye Community House, 27 Nelson St, Rye. 

Contact: southern.peninsula.allies@gmail.com 
 

Aiming to amplify First Nations Voices, build community awareness, support Treaty and Truth-Telling 

and engage with First Nations communities locally. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Walking Together Mornington Peninsula is looking for more people to promote and support First 

Nations people, organisations, businesses and events. 

 
 

NEWSLETTER and INQUIRIES: walkingtogethermorningtonpen@gmail.com 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/walkingtogether.morningtonpen/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MorningtonPeninsulaYes23 

 

 
 

 

Check out their latest newsletter about the 

Victorian Treaty.  It includes a concise  

summary, links and media articles.  Plus 

action on how to amplify the Treaty 

process and links to local MPs using their 

letter templates and writing tips. 

 

Email WT to receive the Newsletter 
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Dates for your Diary 

 

 
 

• TUESDAY 2 DEC, 5-6pm: ‘Musings at Milbri: Conversations on Victorian Treaty – your questions 

answered’, Milbri Restaurant, 1183 Point Nepean Rd, Rosebud.  Details: p.14 

 

• FRIDAY 5 DEC, 11am-2pm: ‘Willum Warrain  Big Mob Lunch’, Willum Warrain Aboriginal 

Association, 10 Pound Rd. Hastings. Free, no bookings required. 

Contact: (03) 5979 1391 or www.willumwarrain.org.au 

 

• SUNDAY 14 DEC, 9.30-11.30am: ‘SWAN Xmas Coffee Catch Up’, Apple Expresso Café @ Tully’s, 

630 Moorooduc Hwy (cnr Wooralla Dr), Mornington.  Details: p.12 

RSVP: maureenfrances21@gmail.com 

 

• TUESDAY 16 DEC, 11am: ‘SWAN Trans & Gender Diversity Morning Tea’, Mt Martha House 

Community Centre, Room 64, cnr Esplanade & Dominion Rd. Mt Martha. 

RSVP: Rosemarie Draper 0435 620 191 or primroses4@icloud.com 

 

• FRIDAY 16 JAN 2026, midday: ‘Southern Peninsula Allies for First Nations Justice meeting’, Rye 

Community House, 27 Nelson St. Rye. 

Contact: southern.peninsula.allies@gmail.com  

 

• FRIDAY 6 FEB 2026, 10-11.30am: ‘Grandmothers for Refugees Meeting: Dunkley & Flinders’, 

Frankston Library, Playne St. Frankston – new members welcome. 

More info: Maryanne 0400 201 689 or maryannebarclay5@gmail.com 

 

• SUNDAY 15 FEB 2026, 9.30am: ‘SWAN General Meeting with guest speaker KIRSTY SWORD 

GUSMAO’, Mt Martha House Community Centre, Room 49, cnr Esplanade & Dominion Rd. Mt 

Martha.  Details: p.3, more info in SWAN NEWS published 1st February. 

 

• UNTIL SUNDAY 15 FEB 2026: ’Unfolding: First Nations Works on Paper’, Mornington Regional 

Gallery, Civic Reserve, Dunns Rd. Mornington.  Free entry. Open 11am-4pm, closed Mondays 

(also closed Dec 25-27 and Dec 30-Jan 1). 

 

• FRIDAY 27 FEB 2026, 1.15pm: ‘SWAN Women Against Gender-Based Violence meeting’, Mt 

Martha House Community Centre, Room 7, cnr Esplanade & Dominion Rd. Mt Martha.  

Contact: Maureen Donelly maurdone@gmail.com 
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OUR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER  aims to inform readers of current issues and matters of interest. 

 

SWAN NEWS CONTRIBUTIONS  If you have information of interest to our members, please ensure 

you let the editor Moz Lucas know via swanwomen@outlook.com Next Deadline 25 January 2026 
 

PHOTO/VIDEO PERMISSION  Recent events and photos may appear on SWAN’s Facebook page, 

Youtube, Instagram and website, as well as in SWAN NEWS.  Please advise at the door of a SWAN 

meeting (or when prompted) if you do not wish to be in photographs or videos, otherwise we will take 

it that you are happy to have your photo published. 
 

PHOTOS NEEDED:  PLEASE EMAIL US GOOD QUALITY PHOTOS OF EVENTS/OCCASIONS OF INTEREST 

TO SWAN MEMBERS.  INCLUDE THE PHOTOGRAPHER’S NAME AND ENSURE PERMISSION FROM 

THOSE PHOTOGRAPHED.  SEND TO:  swanwomen@outlook.com 
 

 

CONTACT 

Postal:         PO Box 72  BITTERN  VIC  3918 

Email:          swanwomen@outlook.com 

Website:     https://swanwomen.org.au/ 

Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/spwswan/ 

YouTube:    https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHua3ynobWOxAUEfOPLt1yQ  

Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/southernwomensactionnetwork/  
 

DONATIONS:  https://swanwomen.org.au/donate-to-swan/ 

OUR SPONSORS 

* Blackbird Café: 2D Empire St Mornington (03) 5976 8632 blackbird-café.edan.io 

* Ella Bache Rye Beach: 2337 Nepean Hwy Rye (03) 5985 3050 ryebeach@ellabachesalons.com.au 

* Farrells Bookshop: 143 Main Street Mornington (03) 5975 5034 farrells.com.au 

* Millers Bread Kitchen: 116 Point Nepean Road Dromana 0411166685 millersbread.squarespace.com  

* Nora’s Pizza House: 2113 Point Nepean Road Rye (03) 5985 3967 noraspizzahouse.com.au 

* Secret Garden: 81 Main Street Mornington (03) 5975 0977 secretgardenflowers.com.au 

* Zen Living: 70 Main Street Mornington (03) 5975 1013 zenlivingmornington.com 

 

PARKING 

A request from Mt Martha House Community Centre - Please do not park in Disabled Parking areas 

and, if parking is tight and you are fit, please park in the rear car park.   The Reserved Parking spots in 

front of the building are now available for public use. 

 

Southern Women’s Action Network Inc.  Reg:  A0038144Z, ABN. 50 089 314 052 

!

 

 

Contact Us 
 

SWAN News Editor: 

Moz Lucas 
 

 


